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the French were the most serious rivals of the English, and when
Dupleix and Clive fought for the possession of India in that war
that produced the ghastly incident of the Black Hole of Calcutta.
But most of the important cities are naturally situated in the
valley of the Ganges. In the west there is first Delhi, the old
residence of the Mogul emperors who had chosen this city because
it commanded the entrance gate from central Asia into die valley
of the Ganges so thoroughly that he who was master of Delhi was
also master of all India. Further down the river lies Allahabad, a
holy city of the Mohammedans, as the name implies. In this same
neighbourhood lie Lucknow and Cawnpore, well known for their
connexion with the great mutiny of 1857. Further towards the
south is Agra, the residence of four members of the Mogul
dynasty, one of whom erected the Taj-Mahal in memory of a
woman whom he had greatly loved.
Then further down the river we reach Benares, the Rome and
Mecca of all good Hindus, who come here not only to bathe in the
holy waters of the river but also to die that they may be burned in
one of the ghats on its shores and their ashes strewn upon the river
of their desire.
But I had better stop here. Whenever you touch upon a subject
of India, whether you approach it as an historian, a chemist, a
geographer, an engineer, or a mere traveller, you find yourself
right in the heart of profound moral and spiritual problems. And
we people of the West should proceed carefully when we enter
into this labyrinth in which we are both strangers and newcomers.
Two thousand years before the learned councils of holy men
in Nicea and Constantinople tried to formulate the creed which
afterwards was to conquer the western world, the ancestors of
these people about whom I am writing in so familiar a fashion bad
already settled obscure points of doctrine and faith which to this
very day disturb the minds of my own neighbours, and will prob-
ably continue to disturb them for another dozen centuries or so.
It is easy, fir too easy, to condemn things that are strange to us.
Most of what I know about India is strange to me and gives me a
feding of discomfort, a bewildered sense of uneasy irritation.